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PRIMARY SOURCE Artifacts from Ellis Island
Ellis Island was the chief immigration station in the United States from 1892 to
1943. What impressions of Ellis Island do you get from these artifacts?

Literacy Test Card, 1919

Immigrants 16 years and older had to pass a litera-
cy test in order to enter the United States. They
were required to read a 40-word passage from the
Bible in their native language. 

Immigrant’s Telegram, 1912

Freide Goldfusz traveled alone to America to join
her husband Morris. She was not allowed to leave
Ellis Island until immigration officials knew she
was in safe hands. This is the telegram she sent to
her relatives in New Jersey. 

Detention Card, 1899

Immigrants who failed inspection received deten-
tion cards like this one and remained temporarily at
Ellis Island. Inspectors recorded the reason why
some immigrants were detained, including a lack of
money or health problems. 

Activity Options
1. Working with a group of classmates, draw up a

list of questions you would like to ask an immi-
grant like Freide Goldfusz who passed through
Ellis Island.

2. With your class, brainstorm a list of people in
your community who emigrated to the United
States. Choose one person from the list and
invite him or her to speak to your class about
immigration. Afterwards, compare the speaker’s
experiences with those of immigrants you have
read about.

3. Write a poem about immigration from the point
of view of Freide Goldfusz or another immigrant
who arrived at Ellis Island. Share your poem
with classmates.

Ellis Island Literacy card—Polish. By courtesy of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum.

Ellis Island telegram. By courtesy of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum.

Ellis Island Detention card. National Archives.
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