
TAKING
NOTES

Establishing Peace
If YOU were there...
Your older brother was drafted in 1917 and sent to fi ght on the 

western front in Europe. He has written home about the terrible 

conditions in the trenches and the horror of seeing men killed 

in battle. Now the war is over. You read in the newspaper that a 

peace treaty is being negotiated in Paris, France.

What do you hope the peace treaty will say?

BUILDING BACKGROUND After World War I, many questions
about the future remained. Who would pay for the huge costs of
the war? How should defeated powers’ territories be divided? How
could countries work together to avoid another world war? Leaders
began discussing and debating these questions.

The Costs of War
While soldiers and civilians around the world celebrated the end of
World War I in November 1918, the tragedy of war was never far
from people’s minds. When asked what the armistice meant, one
British soldier simply said, “Time to bury the dead.”

War Dead
The number of soldiers killed in World War I was beyond anything
the world had ever experienced. About 5 million Allied soldiers
and 3.5 million soldiers from the Central Powers died in combat.
More than 20 million soldiers on both sides were wounded. The war
devastated an entire generation of young men in many European
nations. In France, for example, 90 percent of the healthy young
men had served in World War I. More than 7 out of 10 of these
men were killed or wounded. While the United States escaped this
extreme level of devastation, American forces did suffer heavy losses.
Some 116,000 U.S. troops died, and about 200,000 were wounded.

Financial Losses
Along with the shocking human losses, the war brought fi nancial
disaster to many parts of Europe. Factories and farms were left in
ruins. “For mile after mile nothing was left,” said one British visitor

What You Will Learn…

SECTION4

Key Terms and People
League of Nations, p. 737
reparations, p. 737
Treaty of Versailles, p. 738
Henry Cabot Lodge, p. 738

The United States and the vic-
torious Allied Powers clashed
over postwar plans.

The Big Idea
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As you read,
take notes on

the provisions of the Treaty of
Versailles. You can use a graphic
organizer like the one below to
keep track of your notes.

1. The costs of war included
millions of human lives as
well as financial burdens.

2. President Woodrow Wilson
and European leaders met to
work out a peace agreement.

3. The U.S. Senate rejected the
Treaty of Versailles.

Main Ideas

Treaty
of Versailles



World War I War Deaths
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about the French countryside. “No building
was habitable [livable] and no fi eld fi t for the
plow.” With farmers unable to raise crops,
severe food shortages occurred.

The overall economic cost of the war was
huge. Property worth $30 billion had been
destroyed. The Allies had spent $145 billion
on the war effort, and the Central Powers
had spent $63 billion. France and Britain had
borrowed large amounts of money to fi ght
the war, and now they were deeply in debt to
American banks. Germany was also in debt,
and its people faced starvation.

The Infl uenza Epidemic
The world was in for another shock in 1918
when a worldwide epidemic of infl uenza,
or fl u, broke out. The virus was extremely
contagious and deadly. Over the next two
years, it spread around the world, killing

approximately 30 million people—even more
than the war itself.

The epidemic started in an army training
camp in Kansas. Because the fl u is transmitted
through the air, it spread rapidly. American
soldiers unknowingly spread the disease to
other army camps, to American civilians, and
eventually to soldiers and civilians in Europe.
One American doctor said that seeing stacks
of bodies at an army camp in Massachusetts
“beats any sight they ever had in France after a
battle.” Half of the Americans who died during
this period died from infl uenza.

The epidemic changed life everywhere in
the United States. In Chicago, for example, the
fl u more than doubled the normal death rate
in the fall of 1918. Many of those killed were
young and strong. State and local governments
took measures to prevent the spread of
the disease. Kearney, Nebraska, imposed a
quarantine, forbidding people who were ill
from leaving their homes. Many cities banned
public gatherings, including school classes. A
man named Dan Tonkel remembered what
life was like for children in his hometown of
Goldsboro, North Carolina:

“I felt like I was walking on eggshells. I was
afraid to go out, to play with my playmates, my
classmates, my neighbors . . . I remember I was
actually afraid to breathe. People were afraid
to talk to each other. It was like—don’t breathe
in my face, don’t even look at me, because you
might give me germs that will kill me.”

—Dan Tonkel, quoted in Infl uenza 1918: The Worst
Epidemic in American History, by Lynette Lezzoni

Although there was no cure for the fl u,
people would try anything. One woman
surrounded her daughter with raw onions.
Another remembered, “We hung bags of . . .
garlic about our necks. We smelled awful, but
it was okay, because everyone smelled bad.”
By the time the infl uenza epidemic ended in
1919, it had killed 800,000 Americans at home
and abroad.

READING CHECK Finding Main Ideas What
made the influenza epidemic of 1918 so deadly?
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Memorials to soldiers killed in World War I,
like this one at Somme, France, are located
throughout Europe.

ANALYSIS

SKILL ANALYZING VISUALS

Did the Allied or Central Powers
have more casualties?

Today,
vaccinations
help prevent

major outbreaks
of the flu and

other contagious
diseases.

THE IMPACT

TODAY



Key Goals of the
Fourteen Points

• End secret alliances
• Encourage free shipping
• Remove barriers to trade
• Reduce armies and navies
• Resolve colonial claims
•  Support the right of people to

choose their own government
• Settle border disputes
• Establish the League of Nations

Woodrow Wilson
1856–1924

Woodrow Wilson was born in Virginia 

in 1856. The terrible destruction he 

saw as a child during the Civil War 

would later influence his response 

to World War I. As president, he 

backed reforms such as child-labor 

restrictions and an eight-hour 

workday for railroad workers. 

Although he eventually abandoned 

American neutrality during World 

War I, Wilson was committed to 

world peace after the war. For his 

role in helping found the League of 

Nations, Wilson won the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1919.

Making Inferences How did Wilson’s
childhood experiences affect his
reaction to World War I?

B I O G R A P H YThe Peace Agreement
Even before the United States entered World
War I, President Woodrow Wilson began
making plans for a peace agreement. He
was determined to do everything possible
to prevent another world war. On January
8, 1918, Wilson outlined his vision for
the postwar world in a plan known as the
Fourteen Points.

Wilson’s Fourteen Points
Wilson’s Fourteen Points were a list of specifi c
proposals for postwar peace. Several of the
points would settle national border disputes.
Others called for military cutbacks, proposed
lower tariffs, and banned secret agreements
between nations. Another proposed settle-
ments for colonial peoples who wished to be
independent. This refl ected Wilson’s strong
belief in self-determination—the right of
people to choose their own political status.
The fi nal point called for the creation of anThe fi nal point called for the creation of an
international assembly of nations called theinternational assembly of nations called the
League of NationsLeague of Nations.. The League’s mission
would be to work to settle international
disputes and encourage democracy.

European leaders disagreed with Wilson’s
vision for the peace settlement, wanting it
to clearly punish Germany for its role in the
war. They wanted to prevent Germany from
ever again becoming a world power.

The Treaty of Versailles
President Wilson traveled to Europe to attend
the Paris Peace Conference, which was held
at the palace of Versailles (ver-SY), outside of
Paris. Wilson felt it was his duty to “play my
full part in making good what [our soldiers]
offered their lives to obtain.”

The leaders, called the Big Four—
President Wilson, British prime minister
David Lloyd George, French premier
Georges Clemenceau, and Italian prime
minister Vittorio Orlando—took control
of the conference. No representatives from
Russia or the Central Powers attended.

Many Allied leaders defended their own
country’s interests and insisted on severe
punishment for Germany. They wanted
Germany to accept complete blame for the
war and pay for the damage it had caused.
These reparationsreparations,, or payments for war or payments for war
damages,damages, were set at $33 billion. France and
the other Allies also wanted to take control
of large parts of German territory.
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Countries created 
after World War I

Occupied by Allies

British mandate

French mandate

Lost by Austria–Hungary

Lost by Bulgaria

Lost by Germany

Lost by Ottoman Empire

Lost by Russia

Area unchanged

0 250 500 Miles

0 250 500 Kilometers

*Becomes Republic of Turkey, 1923
**Becomes U.S.S.R., 1922

Wilson reluctantly agreed to the TreatyTreaty 
of Versaillesof Versailles,, the peace settlement of World the peace settlement of World 
War I.War I. In it, the League of Nations was 
established. Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia became inde-
pendent countries. Poland was restored as a 
nation. The Central Powers turned over their 
colonies to the League of Nations, which 
assigned other European powers to rule.Though 
the Treaty of Versailles did not give Wilson 
everything he wanted, he hoped the League of 
Nations would solve remaining problems.

READING CHECK  Identifying Points of View 
Why did Allied leaders object to Wilson’s plan? 

Versailles Treaty Rejected
The U.S. Constitution states that treaties 
must be ratifi ed by at least two-thirds of the 
members of the Senate. Wilson knew he was 
going to have a hard time convincing some 
senators to vote to ratify the Versailles Treaty. 
Republican senator Henry Cabot Lodge
declared: “No peace that satisfi ed Germany in 
any degree can ever satisfy us.” Lodge wanted 
the winners to set the terms of the peace.

Republicans insisted on changes to the 
treaty before they would ratify it. Their main 
objection was the League of Nations’ power 
to use military force. They were worried that 
as a member of the League, the United States 
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 INTERPRETING MAPS

1.  Location Poland was created from territories lost 
by which countries?

2.  Human-Environment Interaction How did World 
War I change the map of Europe?

GEOGRAPHY

SKILLS

Europe after World War I



Section 4 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People
 1. a. Recall Approximately how many soldiers were

killed or wounded in World War I?
b. Draw Conclusions How did the war affect the
European economy?
c. Summarize How did Americans try to fi ght the
infl uenza epidemic of 1918?

 2. a. Defi ne What was the League of Nations?
b. Explain How did the Treaty of Versailles
change the map of Europe?
c. Elaborate Which countries did not attend the
Paris Peace Conference? How do you think this
affected the outcome?

 3. a. Identify Who was Henry Cabot Lodge?
b. Predict How might Wilson have ensured that
the U.S. Senate would ratify the Treaty of Versailles?

could be forced to send troops to war based
on decisions made by the League of Nations.
This, they argued, confl icted with Congress’s
constitutional power to declare war.

Wilson refused to compromise. He insisted
that the treaty be ratifi ed exactly as it was
written. He traveled around the country, trying
to convince the public to pressure Republican
senators to vote for the treaty. Before he
completed his tour, however, Wilson was
weakened by a stroke.

Lodge announced that he was prepared
to accept most of the treaty, though he still
wanted to limit U.S. military commitment to
the League of Nations. Wilson demanded that
Democrats in the Senate refuse to change the
treaty. When the vote was taken on November
19, 1919, neither the Democrats nor the
Republicans would compromise. The Treaty
of Versailles was defeated in the Senate.

It was a bitter disappointment for President
Wilson. The United States signed separate peace
treaties with Austria, Hungary, and Germany
and never joined the League of Nations.

READING CHECK Supporting a Point of View
Do you think Wilson should have compromised
with Republicans in the  Senate on the Treaty of
Versailles? Why or why not?
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Causes
• Nationalism
• Militarism
• Competition for
 territory
• Alliance system
 in Europe

Effects
• U.S. entry into the war in 1917
•  Millions of deaths and wide-

spread destruction in Europe
• Treaty of Versailles
• Creation of several new
 nations
• League of Nations

Causes and Effects
of World War I

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW  World War I
changed the world map and affected the
lives of millions. In the next chapter you
will learn about American social, political,
and economic conditions after the war.
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