Comparative Theology of the Reformation
Tracking the theological disputes that shaped the Reformation is challenging for many students. We have
found this table to be a helpful way to make sense of some of the complexities of the religious debates in the
sixteenth century. It is not intended to be exhaustive, nor does it necessarily describe the current doctrines
of the various Christian denominations.
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* In the late 1500s, many Anglicans split from the Church of England and became Puritans. Puritans held more Calvinistic beliefs and
sometimes rejected the religious authority of the Anglican hierarchy.
** In general, Calvin and Zwingli thought Luther was too subjective and too focused on the individual. They wanted criteria upon which
to reform the church and society, which they found in Scripture. Luther was, in short, concerned with doctrine, while Calvin and Zwingli
were concerned with life and morals.

